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—. A Journey of Teaching Yourself Pinyin Part One

Dear students, in the next four weeks we are going to learn to spell Chinese sounds with letters
using Pinyin (# &) . Since we have already learned many Chinese characters, we can teach
ourselves. Using some characters we already know, we will be able to figure most of it out!

While many English words have multiple syllables, all Chinese characters only have one syllable.
We'll learn how to describe a syllable in Pinyin. We spell words in English and we spell syllables in Pinyin.

( Mini-lesson 1: The three parts of a Chinese syllable J

Most Chinese syllables are made of three parts:
1) initial (= consonant); 2) final (= vowel); and 3) tone (the part we don’t have in English.)

T T ' There are four tone signs in Pinyin:
i "=, tonesign -,/ v\

When you see the word “initial,”
think “consonant”.

Some Chinese syllables, such as T (é) etc., have only two parts — final and tone.

(Mini-lesson 2: The tones of Chinese syllables and the simple final a J

We have tones in Chinese, unlike in English. In Chinese, there are four normal tones and one special
tone. If you carefully study the following five groups of Chinese characters, you will be able to figure out
what these tones sound like. You will also see how to pronounce “a” in Pinyin.

ma ba la ta . - . .
. Firsttone “ = 7 : What does it sound like?
‘ﬁ"% EJ #:L 4& - . w0 1 1
) ] Final “a” : What does it sound like?
ma pa na da
R ’? 2. —» Secondtone“ " ”:  What does it sound like?
ma ba na da
i ie "ﬂF #j‘ — Third tone “ ™ ": What does it sound like?
ma pa da

na
iv‘; ] AR K —> Fourthtone“ > ":  What does it sound like?

a

ma ba la
nl, w@  wg  vf —> Softtone (nosign) : What does it sound like?
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In English the same vowel may sound different in different words. In Chinese, a simple final always
sounds the same with only two exceptions. Through previous study you may have learned that “a” sounds
like the “a” in “father.” Please carefully study the following groups of Chinese characters. You'll see:

1) how to pronounce the letters o, e, i, and u in Pinyin as simple finals; and

2) how to pronounce letters j, g, and x as initials.

( Mini-lesson 3: Simple finals o, e, i, u; initials j, q, and x )

bo mfi bo PO Final “0” :
’} ;}7‘% /fé o What does it sound like?
gé hé ké ré sé Final ‘6" -
<1 e g gl & — What does it sound like?

’

ji qi ni ji li

XI
B 2 o Ik JU A

Final “.i.”, and the sounds
ofj, g, and x:
What do they sound like?

Ave
|

ta tu du

i : t o mu Final “u” :
X B = £ % K— '

What does it sound like?

( Mini-lesson 4: Simple finals (i )

Do you know how to say “fish” in Chinese? Do you know how to say “rain” in Chinese? The sounds
of “#"and “#" are the second and third tones of the final “G.”

nl

¥
= %

The six simple finals in Pinyin in their four tones
a a aa 00060
e ecee [
00 uu 0 0 U u

* On the keyboard, people usually type “v” when they need to type “i.

F—BIT ) |
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( Mini-lesson 5: Initials z, ¢, zh, ch, and sh J

We have seen that in Pinyin the initial letters j, g, and x sound very different from the same letters
in English. So do five other initials: z, ¢, zh, ch, sh.

zis the initial of characters suchas ¥, B, 7&, . Whatdoes it sound like?

c is the initial of characters such as X, k-2 , A, #%. Whatdoes it sound like?

There are three Pinyin initials which are made of two letters. They are zh, ch and sh:

zh is the initial of characters suchas %7, ¥, 4%, iX, What does it sound like? Can you
tell the difference between “zh” and “j"?

ch is the initial of characters such as "z, %, H, °K. What does it sound like? Can you
tell the difference between “ch” and “q™?

sh is the initial of characters suchas +, 7K, _E, 4%, What does it sound like? Can you
tell the difference between “sh” and “x™?

We don'’t have to learn or memorize the names of all the Pinyin initials, only those of the eight that
sound different from English. Pronounce the following in the first tone:

j(B); g (L); x (F); z (asT infirsttone); ¢ (as K infirsttone) ;
zh (%=); ch (°2); sh (as-1 infirsttone) o

( Mini-lesson 6: Two exceptions of pinyin simple finals )

Now let’s take a look at the two exceptions where the pronunciation of a simple final can change
depending on the initial before it. First, please study the following groups of characters, and figure out
what the final i” sounds like when it goes after the initials z, ¢, s, r, zh, ch and sh:

zi Zi Zi ci ci ci Si Si ] ri
¥ 8 F % % ¥ W x % H
zhi zhi zhi chi chi chi shi shi shi

I ¥ : =)
2 = A ¢ 8 H + £
As you may have noticed, when "i" comes after z,c,s,r,zh,ch,and sh, it doesn't have a sound at all.
It is only there to carry the tone sign.

For the second exception, study the following characters, and figure out what the final “u” sounds
like when it goes after the initials j, q, and x:

ju ju u qu xu
A * & iF
In fact, the letter “u” that comes after j, g, and x is not the real final “u”, but “i” without the two dots.

There are no syllables that sound like real final “u” after j, g, and x. So, we can skip the two dots on an “0”
that goes after j, q, and x without causing confusion.

4

| Drpehcigs ZERKIRA



9l
Gl
9l
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¢l
Ll
Gl
¢l
€l

Gl
14
¢l
ve

‘nk=n pue ‘nm=n ‘Ik=I “JeN8| Buipes| Joyjou. MOj|0} O} SABY ING ‘BUOJE PUE)S J,UBd N pue ‘n ‘I sjeul) sjdwis ay ‘Je1oeieyo e Buljjeds usyp ,

NM | DM | DM | DM «M

nk| Nk | DA | DA ALK IR IR K

nNUs | nYs | nys | nys | TUS | 1Ys | IUS | 1US | Ys | 3US | dus |ays BUS [BYS |BUS |BUS| US
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NUz | Yz | NUz (0Yz | 1UZ |1YZ | 1YZ | IUZ | 9YZ | Uz | 3yz | 8yz BUZ |BYZ |BYZ |BYZ| Yz

n | nifon U al | al J

ns ns | ns | 1S | IS IS | 8s Bs | es BS | S

no NN |P |0|P|B |8 g0 B0 | 9D

nz|nz|nz| iz |z 1Z | 9z oz ez | ez |ez | 2z

nX | DX | X | DX X | X | X | IX X

nb | nb | b | b b [1b|b|b b

nr|ar | | [

Ny |ny|ny|ny Y oy | ay By | ey (ey|ey|y

| ny Ny N | 9 | oY | o ey BY | Y
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ng|ng|nqg|ng Qq |99 |0q |0q |eq | eq|eq | eq|q
ninnnn | n n|n |11 [1|?d@ @ /9 |@|0|Q 0|0 B B B B

¢ paulJepun sa|ge|iAs awos ale AYp\ ¢,S9X0q yue|q ay) 0}
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a
Spe” wo ni ta shi wa wa

KAV, AR,
and

R, Kb,

Read

1
1
1
1
1
I
di zZi mi 16 ha ha |
1
1
1
I
1
1
1

zhi gé ge du ér gé : mu 'T hé xiao jI : shi si hé si shi
B, Bl | F A ) L twAewmt
d t | k h : c/tJT mi ihﬂ di i : A
n g ; v 2 2o~ : si shi si
, e, L Wi,
ma ma le hé hé ! gé gé gé ] i h

B, T : "egvk, LI, j"_ 3 jf_

yi bu yi gé i yi ci chi le wi ba mi i ’

wtRmt, |
KK |

— T A 4 A ;,n/— shi si shi shi si
TyTHReed. L TRETERA. L FeEtw,
si shi shi si shi
i \'\.\ : \‘\.‘ : si
N K ?@ - L E A,
; _,,\} : : : . shé L, o
E | L ERART
i t zi d& gU dd dd da | la da ju ch&da ju S shi
 RFATEMGRGE, | Bk, K. | BT,
. da po da gi wi wo ku | . wo hé ba ba di I qu L she Zhi
CTERKHSNE, | AREEREE. | | EkAMPA.
; b ki bu ki L ju zi ya I| gé gé da b
CORE, RE, | WFmEMMK, | ERREE
é ma ma na bu bi pdo g : : yu mi mai zi ké ké Iu : ! shi yi shi

izﬂﬂ%%#ﬁﬁﬁfiﬁi AR TG

* Please see page 48 for the new characters introduced in the above rhymes.
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i IREEIE #-8 ()

3 Fa KR

—AREWHFR, RFFupT
FRRHFERTFENSGRSY . £
R, AMARE AKX i KT R
TR, RMNELBEETHAIM. Loy
fﬁkiﬁ%ii,%iﬁﬁ#%%%yi
AR, BAAEES L, & EEF
5 RIR, FEEE—JBAET. LETFFFRAFNELTH S
i, BT KR, TN A2 7

$HEE: IREAFD? B ARLKRE R, FF:
“GERARK—IK, £ BRI A,

U BFRERT—RAARTFR. TR, BAKKEERT
ke LEELOARE KR OLE, TR, RIEALE
B, BB, AL EEALALTIE, PHTE, REBEH
NEEET.

IAE 5T 0 AR, FIRAIFAsokte kAR, Heitigd b
ok, Mok B, HTRST, RET, AAHEAHE.
BB oR, ARBRARI, § LT T. 85, RIEIIRERT.

EETR ?T,AﬁgT%%Moﬁ@%ﬁTﬁ%% ﬁ%

Mot % B, LF%, mEaWEFEILLELRS, AL
%%%Kk&%%%%yw

nuan huo kan nian ging

%}T?%ﬁﬁ] ;ﬁg%(axe) E]/‘ﬁ)‘:?lc*‘:'(warm) 5)‘((’[0 chop) @ffé(young)
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& &

jis jie

dy EK

ﬁ#T,%%%ﬁﬁfﬂ@@o%%@%@%,?&ﬁﬁﬁ

'L}é “—}zﬂ_;!zﬂ_’ /fE'/f ;}&‘)ﬂ }ﬂﬁ%“’j}? 2

AR . “ARAAT A B ARBER? RTEA—ARERMF AT

HED? 7

“REXRBROE, RAACRET. TA, T

BT TR, LA LRAR?
#7E

¢ —
ft4, CERBRGF, LFF D5, W33 A
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—+ AJourney of Teaching Yourself Pinyin — Part Two

In Pinyin there are thirty-ish “compound finals” with more than one letter. In this lesson we are going

to learn nine basic compound finals with two letters each.

When the sounds i, u, and (i are at the beginning of a word, they are spelled y, w, and yu.

Mini-lesson 7: compound finals ao, ai, and ia

)

mao gao mao téao hao shao dao gao ]

o5 £ &k 4F Y F £ —»a0:d0 40 do

pai zhai bai lai ai zhai é,i cai L . ..
w8 k % ¥ & ¥—aira a di

jia jia ya ya jia xia . ' .

K it 78, 7T A5 T —ia:ia ia id
( Mini-lesson 8: compound finals ei, ie and e J

fei hei mei méi rrJ?i n)éi lei lei

® 2 &% B £ H B EKE-—>eicé & &

jie Xié gié xié jié xié jie xié

~ N ~ ~ " [ s " v
#F % G # 8 B H #——iecie & i
(eggplant) (shoe)

Xué Xu é jgé qué yué yué

F F % O AR — ie: (6 (é 8
( Mini-lesson 9: compound finals ua, uo, and ou )

gua Iltf wa wa gua hua

JN yid ;53 sE3 # B —>ua:ud Ui ud

duo zhuo shuo lud tu? hud guo cuo

% R® L OB ¥ Ok I B —suo:ué ud us

shou gou téu héu shoéu zbu hou d‘gu

A Kk B F & B Z—>ou:du bu ou

a0

ai

ia

ei

e

te

ua

uo

ou

10| Berpdcins ELRE



Table 2: Mini-lesson 7 Pinyin syllables

i% I £_F

There are 138 Pinyin syllables in the following table. Can you pronounce all of them?
Did you find a row with no syllables at all? What happened to that row, and to the other
blank boxes ?

ao | @ | ao | ao | ai ai ai ai ia | ia | ia | ia
b | bado | bao | bao | bao | bai | bai | bai | bai
p | pao | pao | pao | pao | pai | pai | pai | pai
m | mao | mao | mao | mao mai | mai | mai
f
d | dao ddo | dao | dai dai | dai dia
t | tao | tao | tdo | tao | tai | tai | tai | fai
n | ndo | nao | nao | nao nai | nai
| | a0 | lao | lao | lao lai lai lia
g | gao gao | gao | gai gai | gai
k | kdo kdo | kao | Kai kai | kai
h | hdo | hao | hdo | hao | hai | hai | hai | hai
j ja | jia | jia | jia
q gia qia | qia
X Xxia | xia Xia
Z | za0 | z&o | zao | zao | zai zai | zai
C | cao | cdo | cao cai | cai | cai | cai
s | sao sao | sao | sai sai
r rao | rao | rao
zh | zhao | zhao | zhdo | zhao | zhai | zhai | zhai | zhai
ch | chao | chao | chdo | chao | chai | chai chai
sh | shao | shao | shao | shao | shai shai | shai

12
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Table 3:

Mini-lesson 8 Pinyin syllables

There are 80 Pinyin syllables in the following table. Can you pronounce all of
them? Find how many “blank” rows there are in the table. Discuss with your classmates:
why did the textbook author choose to display these blank rows in the table?

éi | @i éi ei ie | ié | ié | ie | e | ué | ué | ue
b | béi béi | béi | bie | bié | bié | bie
p | péi | péi péi | pié pié
m méi | méi | mei | mié mié
f | fei | fei | féi | féi
d déi die | dié
t tie tie | tie
n néi | nei | nié nié nue
|| 1&g | & |18 | & | lie | lie | lie | lié lGie
g gei
k
h | héi
j je | je | je | je | jué | jue jue
q qié | qgié | qié | gie | qué| que que
X Xie | Xié | Xie | Xie | XU€ | Xué | Xxué | xue
z Z€i
c
s
r
zh zhéi
ch
sh shéi

12

12
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Table 4: Mini-lesson 9 Pinyin syllables

There are 113 Pinyin syllables in the following table. Can you pronounce all of them?

i% I £_F

How many initials are there in the table that can’t go with the finals “ua”, “uo”, and “ou™?
ua | ud | ud | ua | udo | ué | ué | ué | ou | 6u | éu | ou

b

p pou | péu | pou

m mou | méu | méu

f

d dud | dué | dud | dud | dou doéu | dou

t tuo | tud |tuo |tud |tou | téu tou

n nué nuo nou

I ud |Iué |Ilud |[lud |[lou |[Idu |Ilou | lou

g | gqua gua [gua | gud |gud |gud |guo | gou gou | gou

k | kua kua | kua kuo | kou kéu | kou

h |hua |hua hua | hud | hué | hud | huo hou | héu | hou

j

q

X

z Zud | zud |zud | zud | zou zZou | zOu

c cudb | cud |cud |cuo cou

s sud Suo | suo | sou sou | sou

r ruo rou rou

zh | zhua zhua zhud | zhud zhou | zhdu | zhou | zhou

ch chud chud | chou | chéu | chou | chou

sh | shua shua | shua | shud shud | shou | shou | shou | shou

* When spelling a character, the simple finals i, u, and U can’t come as the first letter, but have to transform into

ya yé wa
other letters: iintoy, uinto w, and i into yu. For example 4, *t, 3%,

wo

yué

&, H.

12

10

10
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hEdEAID 4G
yi qgi shiguagua

— A2 35NN

nai nai qu mai cai péng  lud xia yi zhigua
- wnxxx, B 0 WEET-RR o
! meéi mei yi qi lai : : da zhao di wa wa _ 57 / :
kR — A2k o %Tﬁiﬂa,tlﬁi&io@/ i
i mai le bo cai hé bai cai i ' wa wa jiaoma ma i
CRTERRAR, L dlhh, e
i hai mai zi cai hé hai dai : : ma ma bao wa wa :
R EREAEY, L B, ;
; ei mei hé nai 7 : : wa wa hé ma ma :

wu zhi héu

héu zi qu zhaitao
T E Ak,
béi zhe da shibao

HERARHE

yi 10 zdu yi U pao
—R A&, —%H,
zhaitao zi

f

yi zhi gou
— A%, BRME,

wl zhthéu zi yi zhigdu

ARET—R A,

héu da gou gou ma héu
¥edTH, T EHE,
chao nao da po téu

chi ge bao &

T, PeAE.

..................................................

D

PP e i AT Ak

.......................................................

\
m \

RN

a zai héi zhd béi shud héi zhu héi xié
@aﬁ%ﬁ:g%""‘imiﬂﬁ%g 7}%)?7& F A,
he| zha shuo wl ya bi héi zhu hal yao héi da dui zi xié

L R LR ReaxFI1EE
wi ya shud ta héi zui bu héi bo i tie hua
LB CE EHRE, 235 L |k E e,

héi zhu le xiao de heéi héi hei

'g z;;é& U}:r T ) A, Uﬂ!@ Uﬂ!@ Uﬂ!@

TEE, |
X F |

* Please see page 48 for the new characters introduced in the above rhymes.
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- REIRNE 2= (1)

kua

5% T

Bk 2 A — R AR, KA EAE A
;%%mof%%%@,f%%éﬁ,
TH—RKZGH, —KRF, FHHI)E
HEEET, RAFENLEBEE
RE, WAHFLKT, CRHT. ¥H
W, PESTRERT, AR LREE G HNL,
NERSAE R T, dbtata Ay, shAEMA LGk, 4548450
“PZ L RATEE, RO LILSZR! EARMKE, ELRR LD
FAEIBT T, SERELRHNT . MR TR, Blil: ‘&
B )L R £ erg Aok, AR A A LGSk
HEFiA, —aELTB,

AT —2)L, EBBEEEFRE KT, W U, 158
BT, B ERE R T RCR AREA LA EAREN LD ?
P SN SN L

HAAD AL ALK T, e “HIL, BBKT, 4 KRE
RFkRveR!” AT RRELEBKD? KT AT LMK
N ol AL TR 2y S5 ML

EAEXEE, NEBEERT, ITE—FRAAXWEL X,
FEELEER L. 9B, BARRBYCE, LT, REE
RAKGLEE,” B E KT, OB “REGXILA ZHF, AT
SERFAGT

=
=}
«

kua sha I Ol
%ﬁ?%ﬁﬁj : j{i\(to praise) *Jﬁfg(to comb) Gf(spare time)

FE—HIL G |

15




RERNIE g=8 @ i

bee

2 X kR A

léng

AWML, SKRRELEGHIMTE, A KA E, ©
BEFALF? CERMA. M, KEHAAME, AL %0 A,
AR KR &AL . RIFHMAL—HI, ZHRET!
wRELEEINA, CHBEDITE, BRI

BERKETBNEL R ME, CRIITE—R, FL—FR ) EE,
JDRMEE S, —AAEATHR, WK R CEE] RN |
RIBRFERGIIAAD? 7 DEEH: “REBE.” ERKEZH S
CAARIR R —ALITLE T IR O, — & LR IRARIT,
R, ZRELERDPL. PRLHAAR, RETLAEE, B
ik K E KA, RRIFESF, FFRBIEHE!” KR “RT A
ARRRYE, REBERMA) HAHKREBEITERAT o

ying l6ng

#FHE . E KK (firefly) KT %, (lantern)
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7 1

BRKREF Y, XFEFEhRE,

RIEIRIE 5=/ 2&3)

CRATE—IR, HL— R8s

HE—ADRKeR, —AETH, KR’
wle CUNER LT N AR B AR Y
}]H})‘an%'? ) 'J‘é%ﬂ‘ﬁﬁa “é%(‘/??;'\ ) —w-k

RE LA CARARIRA — AT B “m@, —4

JURFIRARIL, A, REBEABHEE K L,

R®ERT, RRF

FWRBBILE” F K RH: “RT LT BHR, KREL

FRIAA) A REITE AT -

R E, BRKERRFEEODITE, B TER L,

CETH2F? CEKRMA LA RED? L

/5L7E

BRI A, AR AR seie B AL R AR B A, RS F

ERRE! B, CXARENTERERTLL,

EZ

—ANRENE,
Y E TR,
Tt A R ek

shai

Aoa K fang,

FE—HIL G |
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= A Journey of Teaching Yourself Pinyin — Part Three

( Mini-lesson 10: compound finals iao, ui(uei), and iu(iou) )

Last time we learned the nine basic compound finals with two letters each — ao, ai, ia, ei, ie, iie, ou,
ua, uo, ou. Some of them can form new compound finals by adding another simple final in front. For
example, i + ao = iao, u + ai = uai, u + ei = uei, and i + ou = jou.

However, the compound finals uei and iou are written in unusual ways.

uei is written as ui when it goes after an initial, or as wei when it is by itself.

iou is written as iu when it goes after an initial, or as you when it is by itself.

By skipping the middle e and o when it is possible, we make the spellings a little shorter.
jjao  piao qiao tiao niao jidao jiao diao
= (jz";‘) % B By » P ——iao:ido ido ido ido

ridge
shuai  guai wali shuai huai kuai guai wali
i e E R O OB B Sh—uvaizuvai uvai udi uai
(fall) (be good) (crooked) (bad)

cul hut shui hui shui tui hui shui

B oAk = K KR & BE——ui(uei):ui ui ui ui

did qid niu qiu jid you you

jiu
£ K F K U A M X ——ju(iou):ia v g v

( Mini-lesson 11: the special final er J

In Pinyin there is a special final: er. It always appears alone, never with any initial. The three
characters with final er that we have learned are:
er

er er
JU, B, ———>er:ér ér ér eér

( Mini-lesson 12: Rules for where to place a tone sign J

1. The tone sign can only be put above the simple finals a, o, e, i, u, and .

2. The tone sign should be placed on the final that comes first in the order: a, o, e, i, u, (.

3. In the compound finals ui and iu, the skipped middle letters e and o are supposed to carry the tone
sign. Since they are skipped, the tone sign goes to the next letter, the i in ui and the u in iu.
Pronounce the following finals and pay attention to where the tone signs are placed:

fa bd gé qi tO IG n3o dai shou péi jia qié xido chui jiu ér

18 | Berrdiin =FELRE



Table 5: Pinyin syllables in mini-lesson 10

R X 2=H

There are 140 Pinyin syllables in the following table. Can you pronounce all of them ?
Discuss with your classmates:
1) Why do we write the “iou” sound as “iu”, and the “uei” sound as “ui"?

2) When should we write “ia0” as “yao”, “uai” as “wai”, “iu” as “you”, and “ui” as “wei"?

T . . . .. g g | ia | jo | ul | ui | Ui | ui

jao | ido | ido |iao | vai | vai | uai | uai (o) (iot)|(io) | (iow)| (uer) (ued) |(uef) | (uei)| 6
b | bido biao| biao 3
p | pido | pido | pido| piao 4
m | mido| mido| miao| miao miu 5
f 0
d | dido diao| diao did dut dui | 6
t | tido | tiao | tido | tiao tur | tui | tui | tui |8
n niao| niao nid | nid | nit | niu 6
| | lido | lido | lido | liao i | lia | ligd | liv 8
g guai guai | guai gut gui | qui |6
k kuai | kuai kut | kui | kui | kui | 6
h huai huai hut | hui | hut | hui | 6
j | jiao | jido | jido | jiao jid jia | jiu 7
q | qido| gido | gido | giao qid | qia | qiu 7
X | xido | xiao | xido | xiao Xid Xit | xiU 7
z Zut Zui | zui |3
c cut | cui | cui | cui | 4
s SuT | sui | sui | sui |4
r rui | rui | rui |3
zh zhuai zhuai | zhuai zhut zhui| 5
ch chuai chuai | chuai chut| chui 5
sh shuai shuai | shuai shui | shut| shui| 6
y | yao | yao | yao | yao you | you | you | you 8
w wai wai | wai wer | wei | wei | wei | 7

FE—H5E op=r | 19



giao giao guod giaozhao sao sao

75 75 M R

Xiao xiao guo giaozhao lao lao

Ay A AR .

giao giao zai gidoshangpéngjian le xido xiao
Iy BT s,
Xido xido jiao giaogiao yi qi qu zhao lao lao
AN PRIl AP R OB A
giao qgido jiao xigdo xiao yi qi qu zhao sao sao
R NN R S e 3 s
xiao xiao hé qgiaoqgidotéong qu zhao ldo lao hé sdo sao

Nl Fa 35 30 B K& ARk A AR .

xido tiao pi zud xi i

ui (uei) R R, R A, U (iou)
xiti hua xi&o nido

A, BB,

xido niao féi
2N R N
wl gul pa
5 e R,

xido niu jiao

aj\ﬁif—m—l ,

hua wi gur

5 06, (A
= o P ey '.El;i.-gém’
@ s

hua xiao niu
R/ S
xia yi tiao

T — Bk !

...................................................................................................

Please read the following English words and note how the letters an sound in them:
fan, man, van, and, land, sand, fan, man, van.

«“ R

an:

shan man kan man

W, %, &, &

nan

S

san shan lan

-— X
— J__, A
—> y Iy

friends.

* Please see page 48 for the new characters introduced in the above rhymes.

In Chinese, there is a final that is spelled “an”, but sounds very different from the English

How does the Chinese “an” sound? Describe the difference from the English “an” to your
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B szm o)

pan gu
HEF R
"ﬁmﬁﬁ’c?\ﬁ’c?\»}m‘,déﬂﬁ%ai&%ﬁéﬁ be/dw e
—k, A, g#—Axsk. & “wg” & 7
BH—AA, L3 EF, BEE B «:
2@, EARRAR. R, P E R s
SR

Kk, RILX BT, &HKFRMKE,
Htg ) ALK, EERTRE, FHRBE — It
TERTRMIE, KR AT, &7 &
A KBESRT AL, Mk LA — R E, BT — %
AR, R—TF, A+ KRBT, ML, WEE, KA,
—F—Ek, —AKT—FATHE,

LMK AT, EALEEAEMEL, —F, AEEE
S b R AT a9, AL, CIX R ARG R EE ), kA E
ho LB EE, Rde O AR Sk, HIRERA R,
GFERFBL, mERT, HEZHD, ERT Ko A,
BAMZEAAERT, R T ALEGET T,

pan gu dan ban xié

#}FHIE: HE WK (egq) F(haf) F2(blood)

E—HIL GE=RD | 2




REEE 228 @ &z

tian zu

B S

HILAFI R & M TR E, AIA
H A — B, — & B LA A,
BTGB, HFAARRT Ak
“EA KR A LB, Rk BT
X B D, FAF? 7 KEFT
AT o

RANEAL T —ARAL, 3650 F A1 E @ ks, R—2 L,
K AR EIFT . Heb R AR, RIEB, —IRA L

AL BRY M—FEFHBE, —FIARE @A &,
XE, FWLEFT. EFRK=ZDGK, LBZAKZ
FEET R, L “WRXAHY, KB TRE, F—A BT

WE R HN A, RS, BRIER, BRALGIK=,
WG XA B EE,

FHHLT K, TRAMIEH !

tian z0 ha jid gou

#}F A Poadd) Effeet) — B 45 (enough)

e

22
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dy EK

RIEIRIE £=8 384

LA R IMERT

", BA M E R R
iz, H—A#IET, 5 —AF
T,

HE 2,8 /M iy I 3 H AR A — AR KA
B, it MA, RIRZEAM?
HAEARA 230577

BAER I K B B FARITT | T A IR A
B 5T | AR | RAE 89 R KA RIR | B R AIE K 4G T
A} A fed o 17

PO A =T, S IRT, RINERF T 17 SEAE
AH IR, 5 R BT, BFRLIIIE, T
— g, KR T,

fang xin zao gao

tou
#F #7179« iy (to steal) LS *g’fk?f\(terrible)

1w 1 AT A,
R R IR A
B A AT,
HEAERE.
& A E
AT T,

FE—HT =MD |

23




R gmE
Y. A Journey of Teaching Yourself Pinyin — Part Four

There is a special group of finals called nasal finals. These are sounds that come through your

nose. The basic ones are an, ang, ong, en, eng, in, ing, un, iin. By adding a simple final in front of
some of them, can make more nasal finals such as ian, iang, uang, iong, dian.

( Mini-lesson 13: nine basic nasal finals )

san shan lan nan shan man kan man
- 2 N N 3 @
= b B’ s IA] 3 7% e
zang bang mang cang dang zhang shang rang anvs. ang

I I - ST A S 1

zhong dong hong téng dong zhdéng dong zhdng

+ %élﬂ e A 3 T — ong

(understand) (swollen)

fén mén rén hén déng péng dEng péng

\ 7 ) Vs
> 011 A & | kM % #— envs. eng

(separate)
jin lin jTyrl jin bing hang qlng b|ng
~ N 4=
ZaNE N ’ '.:1%?) # | sk 4 EH Jm— invs. ing
ighte
chun lun zhun lun jun qun xuan yun un vs an
I S AC = 32 = N = .
A ® £ ® £ ¥ F iE— .
(wheel) | (milltary) (look for) ~(ship) (Where are the two dots of i ?)

( Mini-lesson 14: i+an, i+ang, u+an, utang, +iong, ii+an )
tian lidn  dian xié‘n Xxiang qiang xiang xiang
X &% 5 & | & ¥ # & — ianvs. iang

(fragrant)
zuan chuan nuan suan guang huang chuang kuang
& EF )2 N >
% A5 88 B | k& #% B & — uanvs uang
(mine)
xiong xibng yong yodng quan yuan jt{é‘n yuan ion Vs. L'ian
X & 3 R | & R A R— "9
(older brother) (bear)  (brave) (roll) (Where are the two dots of ii?)

24
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Table 6: Pinyin syllables with nasal finals an, anq, ian, and iang, can you pronounce them?

an |[an | an| an | ang | ang | ang | ang | ian | ian | ian | ian | iang | idng | iang | iang |16
b | ban ban| ban | bang bang | bang | bian bian | bian 9
p | pan | pan pan | pang | pang | pang | pang | pian| pian | pian | pian 11
m | man |man | man| man | mang | mang| mang mian [ mian | mian 10
f | fan | fan | fan| fan | fang | fang | fang | fang 8
d | dan dan| dan | dang dang | dang | dian dian | dian 9
t |[tan | tan | tan| tan | tang | tang | tang | tang | tian | tidn | tidan | tian 12
n | nan [nan | nan| nan| nang | nang | nang nian| nian | nian | nian niang niang | 13
I lan | lan| lan | lang | lang | lang | lang lian | lian | lian liang | liang | liang |13
g [ gan gan| gan | gang gang | gang 6
k | kan kan| kan | kang | kang kang 6
h | han | hdn | han| han | hang | hang hang 7
j jian jian | jian | jiang jiang | iang | 6
q gian| gian | gian | gian | giang| giang| giang|qiang | 8
X xian| xian | xian | xian | xiang | xiang | xiang|xiang | 8
z | zan | zan | zan| zan | zang zang | zang 7
c|can |can | can| can | cang | cang 6
s | san san| san | sang sang | sang 6
r ran | ran rang | rang | rang | rang 6
zh |zhan |zhén |zhan | zhan| zhang zhang| zhang 7
ch|chan |chan [chan | chan|chang| chang| chang|chang 8
sh|shan shan | shan|shang shang|shang 6
Table 7: Pinyin syllables with nasal finals uan, uang, and dian, can you pronounce them?

uan | uan | uan | uan uang | uang | uang uang | Uan | Uan | Gan | Gan |12
d | duan duan | duan 3
t | tuan | tudn | tuan | tuan 4
n nuan 1
I luan | luan | luan 3
g | guan guan | guan | guang guang | guang 6
k | kuan kuan kuang | kuang | kuang | kuang 6
h | huan | huan | huan | huan | huang | huang | huang | huang 8
j juan juén | juan |3
q quan | quan | quan | quan | 4
X Xuan | xuan | xuan | xuan | 4
z | zuan zuan | zuan 3
€ | cuan | cuan cuan 3
s | suan suan 2
r ruan 1
zh | zhuan zhuan | zhuan | zhuang zhuang | zhuang 6
ch | chuan|chuan | chuan| chuan | chuang | chuéng | chuang | chuang 8
sh | shuan shuan | shuang shuang 4
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Table 8: Pinyin syllables with nasal finals en, eng, in, and ing, can you pronounce them?

én | én | én | én | éng | éng | éng | éng (in | in [ in | in|ing | ing | Tng | ing
b | bén bén | bén | béng | béng | béng | béng |bin bin | bing bing | bing
p | pén | pén pén | péng | péng | péng | péng | pin | pin | pin | pin|ping | ping
m | mén | mén mén | méng | méng | méng | méng min | min ming | ming | ming
f| fén | fén | fén | fén | féng | féng feng
d déng déng | déng ding ding | ding
t téng fing | ting | ting | ting
n nén néng nin ning | ning | ning
I leng | 1éng | léng | 1éng | fin | lin | [in | lin ling | ling | ling
| g | gén | gén | gén | géen | géng géng | geng
k kén | kén | kéng
h hén | hén | hen | héng | héng héng
j jin jin | jin | jing jing | jing
q gin| gin | gin | gin|qing | ging | qing | qing
X X Xin |Xing | xing | xing | xing
z zén | zén | zéng zéng
C | Cén | cén céng | céng ceng
S | sén séng
r ren | rén | rén | réng | réng reng
zh | zhén zhén | zhén | zhéng zhéng | zhéng
ch | chén | chén|chén |chén | chéng|chéng | chéng| chéng
sh | shén | shén|shén | shén | shéng| shéng | shéng| shéng
y yin | yin | yin | yin|ying | ying | ying | ying
w Weng
Table 9: Pinyin syllables with nasal finals ong, iong, un, and iin, can you pronounce them?

ong | ong | éng | ong | idng | iéng | idng|iong| Gn | 4n | un | un | &n | &n | {n|din
d | dong dong | dong dan dun | dun
t | tong | tong | tong | tong tn | tun | tan | tun
n néng nong
I lbng | long | long lan | ldn lun
g | gong gong | gong gun | gun
k | kong kong | kong kan kun | kun
h | hdong | hong | hong | hong han | han hun
j jiong jiong jin jun
q qiong | giéng qun | gln
X Xiong | xiéng Xdn | xun xun
z | z0ng zoéng | zong zin zun
¢ | cong | cong cn | cun | cun | cun
s | sOng soéng | song sun sun
r rong | rong run
zh | zhong zhong | zhong zhin zhun
ch | chong | chong | chong | chong chin | chan | chan
sh shun | shun

* The number of syllables in tables 6,7, 8, and 9 are: 188, 81, 172, and 102.

Alltogether we have practiced 1297 Pinyin syllabes in 9 tables.

6; — O 0 O O O N O & O 0 OO O wWw N

N N o W o1 oo o o A B N OO OO N O O
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________

za.
»
2r

X1 shanydu zhi Iér]g dongshanydu zhi yé}r)g
BaL AR, RLARE,

a angyao chi dongshan de yang

BN S o e

xido xing xing Ilangjlng Jlng -
'J §§ G HEJ EIEJ , X ‘

yi shan yi shanxiangyan jing

= — AR

dongshan de yar)g qu zhugng X1 shan de Iar]g
AolagF & dg L ek,
xia de xi shan de lang bu gan chi dongshan de yang

R IER-OF N« I T B A

shi ya shi shu xingxing
BUFE, HEE,
tian shang de xingxing shi bu ding

X EWEEZHRTF

sin wu kong dao chu ch‘uéng
XJ‘ ‘rﬂ .I- 9 él] ét J'E:g]

chuanglonggdng zhaoldngwang

W AT, KA E .

yi wei lao gonggong
— AL N
lian er héngyoduhodng
e )L 4 X 4,
gingtian zao zao qi
FRFFAE,

an shi i gong

O R E T,

ding h:ﬁi spénzhén b'é\ qi lai
& AT AT K ATR,
hai di Ionggong zhi yao huang

HBERL T A #E R

________________________________________________________________________________________________

en vs. eng "

xidoxiong X|aOX|ong

RART
ba ba xiong hé ma ma xiéng

S R TR L

I, BAA

fén chi le héngshéng hé i shéng / ; |.‘ ;

LD WB LRLE YR, SE MR LR 4B,
BT R e B,

1 1

1 1

yi génhodngshéng E gén Il shéng : 4]\ ,ﬁb 4]\ F]b :
‘f—#g él g% y g// (% 1 TARSY i
. s . ' tiao Jm hée I xue youyong '
héngshéng rao 10 shéng I shéng rao héngshéng ! i
! EJE /—T E_ -%‘ lf:j" 4]]( ° i

1 1

. 5 . L. . . ! ou hua shui you zhua yu [
ni na zhe IU shéng w0 na zhehdngshéng i y . i
L A~ ¥ S e ¥ i 1l 7 & ;
hEHEZE®, XREHFL B, | y‘\’L“]‘_K’ X &, |
fén ya fén fén ya fén : le huai le :
1 1

1 1

1 1

1 1

1 1

1 1

* Please see page 48 for the new characters introduced in the above rhymes.
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Spell and Read

It e - e e e -
zud ké N, yi I mi N
%z ‘ — % £ |

yi ké gu yi |

tu  di | gé ge
Vi F%:JL:JL

shdu wo shdu xiao hé he

5 — BB, —H A,
 FEF, KT,

li lai de bu réng vyi

719—7{9—71154—?7(‘43-%

XIaopeng you men yao ai

’J H}] ﬁﬂ]%i 8 ,

weéi sha gaoxing wéi sha &

EY Y

xido ma jié i qu zuo ke - bu yaolang fei yi [i
NHRE LR T%/E‘J\#*A*
,V¥E | da béi zhi yi \.\'\
- K& (2—) !

xiangyun bu shi yun
% =2 =, lan lan de da hdi o bd lang

R K EA R

; xiangyan bu shi yan : : ’ :
E ’f% }: Z: 7% }: ’ i : lan lan de tian kong wéi féngyang :
é féngchurqing qing piao : : E?':- _'z?':_ éj] /;\ 1/'}];5[( ﬂ ’}% :
é }RL "Jl( ffé ffé —fm : ! yu de chuan er sa xia le wang :
E ri chd manman san : : #T & é/:’ ‘ﬁﬂ' }L;Jh{i']: T r] :
i E] H:'y 'E’é 'E’é ’;]ii ) : : yu jia gu niangfangshéngchang [
i L BRBR A P ;
5 o e i
E shui : : - E
é N ?( o b : E da hai zhi ér T :
i xidgo x1 I san bu ' i
N EERY, R (=) ;
é chi tang i shui jiao : ! da hai da hai xiangyao lan :
B EReSL, | | K@, K&, BEE, ;
i jiang hé I bén pao : : yao gud qu diandian bai fan i
LA EREn, 0 #IEL, RLAM, ;
; hdiyang I wid dao : ; yao hui lai yu xia manchuan :
B RN, 0 BEE, BIFH B

* Please see page 48 for the new characters introduced in the above rhymes.
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REFIE gmg o

50t 1

ERiEAKMBYKE, 2B
LR R o A, X R 69 4 4 é2§
Wb, IRARMAMAATHET .
AR, B L XA LT, HF X
FRB, KMAFFTHAL, SHRFX ,
X, b, KMAB@RETET, HARL—K LI, A4
SR ASHE, R AL ERM, EWET, REILCET
%, At %R

SRR AR T, A —HAE, EERTRY
EATE KR, BT, B, ROGIPAIEAR, LR, RAKT X,
— R EETEZNKBTFT., TR, RERZRHFBRT. X
SEE T, BT EHAABTT . LI Rei, BHAC
BRMALT, HABE S ALRLH R,

BURBER RN EEBAK, TR, AN EBLBRET .
LA IAE, eF 2O ARB—, IRABALERT —A
BORHAR, B 25 T SR ST BT o XA A S B AL HAE O B
B AL 8

kua fu an zhu yan

"fﬁ"?‘?ﬁi‘?’] Z%\X H%(dark) iz B fb;f](lake)
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RERIE gmA @

&

N FT R R

— & NABERATR. CRET, —k

zhuang . S . téng
AT —RKLE, “UF, BAEKIFERT!
WAL K BE K, BEW: “RAIAR

Bk, SRR R, LS RBHR, §
FERAS K. KB KB, R LR \§§%
wl, K FARKIF. RAMK, L LK

L, HRT R, RRFT

shuai

Kol E A& “BIRT, ThayhiT, BIUARKMATA?
CHALRKR A A AL R RK, KEHL TR, —5E

RHZVRKT, TRREKBERRGHL, FHEQA#H 5,
MERATRE 7

WA=, T, C—RERA, —LH: “RKEP,
AMBINKE. FRRFIHK, KE@RFT.”

ok RAFIRAL B, CARSH LT ERT £,
—EILE TR F, EREHEELE, WE: &KWWEF K, H2
Hg MG ARE C ARG G kP AT EAE R

DT M AL R C BB E A, AREST, RV AE!
EMFEF, —RGITR.”

B, BABRRMAZET DA, CM—RATR, FLLK
e, WA T RE. CIERT —F KT, BHFKILe Kis

SN zhuang teng shusi
#F I8 . FF (obump)  F(painful)  FFIRK

quan yoéng gan pu bu

7‘?&7J<(spring) %ﬁi(brave) fz?%jl;(waterfall)
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RERNE gmE 3)

A Summary of Pinyin
Now we have taught ourselves Chinese Pinyin. The following is a summary of the main points:

1. Unlike in English, we have tones in Chinese. The four tone signs are put above the six simple finals -
-a,0,e,i u,and i.

2. The term “simple final” in Pinyin is almost the same as the term “vowel” in English. While in English
the same vowel may sound different in different words, in Chinese a simple final always sounds the
same with only two exceptions:

a. When %" comes after z, ¢, s, r, zh, ch, and sh, it doesn’t have a sound at all. It is only there
to carry the tone sign.
b. When “U” comes after j, q, and x, it is written as “u.”

3. In Pinyin there are two groups of basic compound finals, each with nine members.

4. The members in the first group are:
ai, ia, ao, ou, uo, ua, ei, ie, and Ue.
From them we can make other compound finals such as iao (i+ao), uai (u+ai), iu (i+ou), and ui (u+ei).
5. The members in the second group of basic compound finals are:
an, ang, en, eng, in, ing, ong, un, and iin.
From them we can make other compound finals such as ian (i+an), iang (i+ang), uan (u+an), uang
(u+ang), ueng (u+eng), dian (ii+an), and iong (i+ong).
6. In Pinyin there is a special final: er. It always appears alone, never with any initial. The four
characters with final er that we have learned are: —(ér), E-(ér), JL(ér), and #m(ér).

7. The term “initial” in Pinyin is almost the same as the term “consonant” in English. Please pay attention
to the following Pinyin initials since they sound different from how they do in English:
J, 9, X, Z, ¢, zh, ch, and sh.
8. The following three initials sound slightly different from how they do in English:
b, d, and g.
9. When spelling a character, the simple finals i, u, and U can’t stand alone, but have to follow another

yi wi yu
leading letter. Forexample i=yi (—) ,u=wu (&) ,andli=yu (&) .

10. When spelling a character, the simple finals i, u, and U can’t be the first letter, but have to transform

a e ou
into other letters. For example ia = ya (y?) ; ié=yé (‘ZJr) ; iou = you ({’ﬁ]‘) , uad=wa
wa wo wei yué yuan
(%) , us=wo (&K) , uéi=wéi (4> , ié=yué (H) , ddn=yudn ( @ ) .
Dear students, to teach oneself something is a very important life skill. Congratulations to you for
having taught yourselves Chinese Pinyin! With more practice in the future, you will surely master Pinyin and
use it as a beneficial tool in your life.
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