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—. A Journey of Teaching Yourself Pinyin Part One

Dear students, in the next four weeks we are going to learn to spell Chinese sounds with letters
using Pinyin (# &) . Since we have already learned many Chinese characters, we can teach
ourselves. Using some characters we already know, we will be able to figure most of it out!

While many English words have multiple syllables, all Chinese characters only have one syllable.
We'll learn how to describe a syllable in Pinyin. We spell words in English and we spell syllables in Pinyin.

( Mini-lesson 1: The three parts of a Chinese syllable J

Most Chinese syllables are made of three parts:
1) initial (= consonant); 2) final (= vowel); and 3) tone (the part we don’t have in English.)

T T ' There are four tone signs in Pinyin:
i "=, tonesign -,/ v\

When you see the word “initial,”
think “consonant”.

Some Chinese syllables, such as T (é) etc., have only two parts — final and tone.

(Mini-lesson 2: The tones of Chinese syllables and the simple final a J

We have tones in Chinese, unlike in English. In Chinese, there are four normal tones and one special
tone. If you carefully study the following five groups of Chinese characters, you will be able to figure out
what these tones sound like. You will also see how to pronounce “a” in Pinyin.

ma ba la ta . - . .
. Firsttone “ = 7 : What does it sound like?
‘ﬁ"% EJ #:L 4& - . w0 1 1
) ] Final “a” : What does it sound like?
ma pa na da
R ’? 2. —» Secondtone“ " ”:  What does it sound like?
ma ba na da
i ie "ﬂF #j‘ — Third tone “ ™ ": What does it sound like?
ma pa da

na
iv‘; ] AR K —> Fourthtone“ > ":  What does it sound like?

a

ma ba la
nl, w@  wg  vf —> Softtone (nosign) : What does it sound like?
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In English the same vowel may sound different in different words. In Chinese, a simple final always
sounds the same with only two exceptions. Through previous study you may have learned that “a” sounds
like the “a” in “father.” Please carefully study the following groups of Chinese characters. You'll see:

1) how to pronounce the letters o, e, i, and u in Pinyin as simple finals; and

2) how to pronounce letters j, g, and x as initials.

( Mini-lesson 3: Simple finals o, e, i, u; initials j, q, and x )

bo mfi bo PO Final “0” :
’} ;}7‘% /fé o What does it sound like?
gé hé ké ré sé Final ‘6" -
<1 e g gl & — What does it sound like?

’

ji qi ni ji li

XI
B 2 o Ik JU A

Final “.i.”, and the sounds
ofj, g, and x:
What do they sound like?

Ave
|

ta tu du

i : t o mu Final “u” :
X B = £ % K— '

What does it sound like?

( Mini-lesson 4: Simple finals (i )

Do you know how to say “fish” in Chinese? Do you know how to say “rain” in Chinese? The sounds
of “#"and “#" are the second and third tones of the final “G.”

nl

¥
= %

The six simple finals in Pinyin in their four tones
a a aa 00060
e ecee [
00 uu 0 0 U u

* On the keyboard, people usually type “v” when they need to type “i.
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( Mini-lesson 5: Initials z, ¢, zh, ch, and sh J

We have seen that in Pinyin the initial letters j, g, and x sound very different from the same letters
in English. So do five other initials: z, ¢, zh, ch, sh.

zis the initial of characters suchas ¥, B, 7&, . Whatdoes it sound like?

c is the initial of characters such as X, k-2 , A, #%. Whatdoes it sound like?

There are three Pinyin initials which are made of two letters. They are zh, ch and sh:

zh is the initial of characters suchas %7, ¥, 4%, iX, What does it sound like? Can you
tell the difference between “zh” and “j"?

ch is the initial of characters such as "z, %, H, °K. What does it sound like? Can you
tell the difference between “ch” and “q™?

sh is the initial of characters suchas +, 7K, _E, 4%, What does it sound like? Can you
tell the difference between “sh” and “x™?

We don'’t have to learn or memorize the names of all the Pinyin initials, only those of the eight that
sound different from English. Pronounce the following in the first tone:

j(B); g (L); x (F); z (asT infirsttone); ¢ (as K infirsttone) ;
zh (%=); ch (°2); sh (as-1 infirsttone) o

( Mini-lesson 6: Two exceptions of pinyin simple finals )

Now let’s take a look at the two exceptions where the pronunciation of a simple final can change
depending on the initial before it. First, please study the following groups of characters, and figure out
what the final i” sounds like when it goes after the initials z, ¢, s, r, zh, ch and sh:

zi Zi Zi ci ci ci Si Si ] ri
¥ 8 F % % ¥ W x % H
zhi zhi zhi chi chi chi shi shi shi

I ¥ : =)
2 = A ¢ 8 H + £
As you may have noticed, when "i" comes after z,c,s,r,zh,ch,and sh, it doesn't have a sound at all.
It is only there to carry the tone sign.

For the second exception, study the following characters, and figure out what the final “u” sounds
like when it goes after the initials j, q, and x:

ju ju u qu xu
A * & iF
In fact, the letter “u” that comes after j, g, and x is not the real final “u”, but “i” without the two dots.

There are no syllables that sound like real final “u” after j, g, and x. So, we can skip the two dots on an “0”
that goes after j, q, and x without causing confusion.
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Gl
9l

0l
0l
7’

7

¢l
Ll
Gl
¢l
€l

Gl
14
¢l
ve

‘nk=n pue ‘nm=n ‘Ik=I “JeN8| Buipes| Joyjou. MOj|0} O} SABY ING ‘BUOJE PUE)S J,UBd N pue ‘n ‘I sjeul) sjdwis ay ‘Je1oeieyo e Buljjeds usyp ,

NM | DM | DM | DM «M

nk| Nk | DA | DA ALK IR IR K

nNUs | nYs | nys | nys | TUS | 1Ys | IUS | 1US | Ys | 3US | dus |ays BUS [BYS |BUS |BUS| US

NUO | Y2 | NUD (DYD | TYd (143 | 1Y3 | IUD | YD | Y2 Yo BYD | BYO | BYI [BYD | Y

NUz | Yz | NUz (0Yz | 1UZ |1YZ | 1YZ | IUZ | 9YZ | Uz | 3yz | 8yz BUZ |BYZ |BYZ |BYZ| Yz

n | nifon U al | al J

ns ns | ns | 1S | IS IS | 8s Bs | es BS | S

no NN |P |0|P|B |8 g0 B0 | 9D

nz|nz|nz| iz |z 1Z | 9z oz ez | ez |ez | 2z

nX | DX | X | DX X | X | X | IX X

nb | nb | b | b b [1b|b|b b

nr|ar | | [

Ny |ny|ny|ny Y oy | ay By | ey (ey|ey|y

| ny Ny N | 9 | oY | o ey BY | Y

né | n6 | nb | nb ob | ob | ob | ab eb | eb6 |eb |eb | B

nEpn| ol a0 A BT O ] el | e | e |®e ||

nu|nu nu | nu | nu U | U |Ju|lu|su au BU|BUu |Bu|Beu|uU

0 ¢ U O O I O O e} | & e |}

np|np|Np|op| 1P |1p|Ip|Ip op ep|ep|ep |ep|p

Ny 0} 2} | e | e | B

nw [ nw | nw W | W | Jw | lw OW | QW |OW (OQW | Bw |ew |ew [ew | w

nd | nd|nd|{nd|id|id|id]|id od [od |od |od | ed ed |ed | d

ng|ng|nqg|ng Qq |99 |0q |0q |eq | eq|eq | eq|q
ninnnn | n n|n |11 [1|?d@ @ /9 |@|0|Q 0|0 B B B B

¢ paulJepun sa|ge|iAs awos ale AYp\ ¢,S9X0q yue|q ay) 0}
pauaddey jeym :sajewsselo JNoA Yim ssnasip ases|d ¢Wway} Jo [|e 8dunouoid nok ued “ajqe) Buimoy|o} ay; ul sajqeihs ulkuld £8z oJe a1y

0-] UOSSS[-IUItW Ul Se|qe|jAS UIAulg | o|qeL
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a
Spe” wo ni ta shi wa wa

KAV, AR,
and

R, Kb,

Read

1
1
1
1
1
I
di zZi mi 16 ha ha |
1
1
1
I
1
1
1

zhi gé ge du ér gé : mu 'T hé xiao jI : shi si hé si shi
B, Bl | F A ) L twAewmt
d t | k h : c/tJT mi ihﬂ di i : A
n g ; v 2 2o~ : si shi si
, e, L Wi,
ma ma le hé hé ! gé gé gé ] i h

B, T : "egvk, LI, j"_ 3 jf_

yi bu yi gé i yi ci chi le wi ba mi i ’

wtRmt, |
KK |

— T A 4 A ;,n/— shi si shi shi si
TyTHReed. L TRETERA. L FeEtw,
si shi shi si shi
i \'\.\ : \‘\.‘ : si
N K ?@ - L E A,
; _,,\} : : : . shé L, o
E | L ERART
i t zi d& gU dd dd da | la da ju ch&da ju S shi
 RFATEMGRGE, | Bk, K. | BT,
. da po da gi wi wo ku | . wo hé ba ba di I qu L she Zhi
CTERKHSNE, | AREEREE. | | EkAMPA.
; b ki bu ki L ju zi ya I| gé gé da b
CORE, RE, | WFmEMMK, | ERREE
é ma ma na bu bi pdo g : : yu mi mai zi ké ké Iu : ! shi yi shi

izﬂﬂ%%#ﬁﬁﬁfiﬁi AR TG

* Please see page 48 for the new characters introduced in the above rhymes.
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i IREEIE #-8 ()

3 Fa KR

—AREWHFR, RFFupT
FRRHFERTFENSGRSY . £
R, AMARE AKX i KT R
TR, RMNELBEETHAIM. Loy
fﬁkiﬁ%ii,%iﬁﬁ#%%%yi
AR, BAAEES L, & EEF
5 RIR, FEEE—JBAET. LETFFFRAFNELTH S
i, BT KR, TN A2 7

$HEE: IREAFD? B ARLKRE R, FF:
“GERARK—IK, £ BRI A,

U BFRERT—RAARTFR. TR, BAKKEERT
ke LEELOARE KR OLE, TR, RIEALE
B, BB, AL EEALALTIE, PHTE, REBEH
NEEET.

IAE 5T 0 AR, FIRAIFAsokte kAR, Heitigd b
ok, Mok B, HTRST, RET, AAHEAHE.
BB oR, ARBRARI, § LT T. 85, RIEIIRERT.

EETR ?T,AﬁgT%%Moﬁ@%ﬁTﬁ%% ﬁ%

Mot % B, LF%, mEaWEFEILLELRS, AL
%%%Kk&%%%%yw

nuan huo kan nian ging

%}T?%ﬁﬁ] ;ﬁg%(axe) E]/‘ﬁ)‘:?lc*‘:'(warm) 5)‘((’[0 chop) @ffé(young)
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& &

jis jie

dy EK

ﬁ#T,%%%ﬁﬁfﬂ@@o%%@%@%,?&ﬁﬁﬁ

'L}é “—}zﬂ_;!zﬂ_’ /fE'/f ;}&‘)ﬂ }ﬂﬁ%“’j}? 2

AR . “ARAAT A B ARBER? RTEA—ARERMF AT

HED? 7

“REXRBROE, RAACRET. TA, T

BT TR, LA LRAR?
#7E

¢ —
ft4, CERBRGF, LFF D5, W33 A
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ICELY R AT

XET, " NETHEERKKGHFE,
AT EREKE, SEARELT, P
FEHF: R, ILF, RERZTFHL?

LFih: “&&, BE, #RAmA
NN EZE, RBITILHRT REL
K2, TEALITTRE”

EETT, BTERH: “RET,
Rk b, EARITEEZIZRY RME, e BT X,
shfFE— B, AHATEETH? 7

7 X
AR R
o A
" ,//,///fg (A

SOTR
&" (), o
N A
| —
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— AN,
X m X E o
AR DFHARK ARG,
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